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| _On
wa

1904, grocery del
| came pounding down. the mugdy
Main street of Mason City. The
driver w" whlpplnl his horse. v
epor

have
hlm at Iha ncxl meetin

ed to a mmplnlnll on
Lhn ldawl k.

When the Mason City Human
society m the evening of
March e 004, for i refular

on ssion, the matter of the
delivery ‘wagon driver came up
for_dipcusslon along with- other
rel

the
“Motion mlﬂe and carried that | wi

tructed to write
ndl 1

Mr, M—o
rnvly at the ne in|

Y the next moeting O April 6,
1904, the matter was piaced on
minutes th
H.— J.— given. Motion car-

ing good behavi

'l'lu w-ll leM mlnnt- n( the
society in and
e 35 years tlm lnllowld mhluﬂ
no further H—
—A W rnlnl ik a1l B
eeded to become more humane

in treatment of hi 3
But the Mason City Humane so-
ciety, made up of men and women
with” the common bond between
them of solicitude and sympathy
for the welfare of animals, some-

a

Just lasiing warnings,
At the maeting Which followed
the one referred to, Secretary G.

N. Netzer reported 20
cruelty on which action was tal

tary
ent has' quietly
warned drivers of misuse of their
teams, but in B cases did there
seem 1o be evidence of sufficient
gravity lo. varrant arrest - and
punishmer

e s it e
written the Mason City Humane
society could claim the interest, if
not. oo much financial backing,
from most of the community

*
oggy atternoon in March,

e oasal

tied that acton be suspended dur- |

esort 1o more than |

Early Day Humane Society—
' Guarded Ammals From Mans Cruelty

* ¥

R L Nuttlng Humane Offlcer ot conte i o
Here for Quarter of Century g, st 8 Wl £k

of Horses and Dogs

Many individuals had a prom-
inent part in the program,of the
Mason City Humane society, which
e | flourished from the turn of the

century until World war I, but|

the dominant personality of all
was the late Rufus L. Nutting, who
for a quarter of century served as
humane officer.
Borm o New York sate in 1443
Nutting started life as a tow bo;
on the Erie canal and later oot
issis-
later eighties

Ci wi e became stone
Tikgon, Tis I coedliad wall haviag
laid the first and last stone on the
courthouse,

Nutting was known among all
friends and acquaintances for his
love of horses and dogs, in fact
all animal

He was known far and wide for
His love of horses and dogs.

ve seen him speak once to
what was called a one-man dog,
allace, one tim

C away with the dal

were also his favorites.

Hors
of u was this fondness for animals

duty when it was the comfort of
welfare of an animal that was at
stake,

He used to go umm.h Ihe cir-
cuses that c City
and time and unln el e

led circus men to take horses
out of the harness that were col-
lar galle

Mr. Nuiting was the grandson of
‘Thomas Nutting, one of the Rev
Tutionary soldiees to cross the

* ok K ok %
tion of the fountain and Mr, Gil-
e to confer with authorities ay

The fountain was duly pl-ncd on

dedication

But the human society wi
through with the fountai, At mu
Jan. 20, 1913 meeting “It was voted
to notify the council that we can-
not sanction the payment of the
Bl for the installation. of the
Ennlm fou tain because of the un-
tory character of the

ot
On_May 15, 1013, everything
must hlw.- been in readiness for il
ed “to request the water,
R aslon oy o o water
for the Ensign fountain.”
But the coming of the sutomo.
bile and the tractor soon changed
many of the cherished pmtlcu of
ars

s the years went on, o dob.
bin_ ceased e a he
Streat sctn. The. fnunmn was dise

llu times also influenced
the humane soclety. The organiza-

until the entry of the United States
into World  ar T in the spring of
1917, The energy of the community

then turned 1o other things and
the humane society ceased ity ac-
tive program.
The society remained dormant
for noarly 11 yeara unil on March
1028, ‘4 meeting was held and
ware with George Washington rew oificers. elected hl'uded by|

H Mis, C. W. Damon as president.
e e e o ooy, Nute | A this meeting the ho soclely voted

RUFUS L. NUTTING

- ting, iives at 1807 Carolina N. E. |10 dispose of u lot left by Miss

arner, secretary of the

minded citizens of the city,

The soclety had come into be-
Ing the latter part of 1902 and aft-
er the filing of u.e articles of

. l 3, began

These articies stated ihat “the
object of this society shall be to

provide effective means for the 110

prevention of cruelty to children
[and dumb animals, o aid and as-
Beb in the provectiion and con-
viction of any a

shail abuse, cruelly treat or fail
to properly provide for either
children or dumb animals."

0. T. Dennison, leading figure
in the brick and tile industry, was
Slacfid S0 B eIl it o
the board were J. C. Stanbery,

E. E. Markley, M B
et gy P nlogue,
harles I, Barber, Mrs. Norris,
rs. J. E. Blythe, Duncan Rulé

and Mrs. Rosalie Willson, names| ¥

prominent in the business and so
cial life of the community a ‘gen-

And in the 15 vears that fol-
lowed, during which the society
had its greatest activity,
in the society's program

who helped generously
with finances included Mrs.
Dennison, Mrs, Fred Keeler, Mrs,
B. C. Kecler, Mis, W, F. Brice,
Mrs, Bonnie Sanborn, Mrs. Ems.
ley Adery Mrs.

Day,

A. Branden-
burl Ind Hugh "Ohmore.

AL Ve ‘Auken, | of

when he is thoughtless or cruel he
is developing the lower or brutal
elements of his nature.

The other name prominent in
the record is that of Rufus L.
Nutting, who throughout the pe-
of the soclety’s active pro-
&ram served as humane officer.

‘Whenever the attention

sociely was airected (o seme mis-
tre: animals and in rare
Cooasiens of childeen, 1 was Nol:
ting's duty to see that warnings
were sounded and perhaps arrests

e.
At nearly every meeting of the
board there were reports of
cruelty. These appear in the rec-
ords somewhat as follows
“Case reported of ——— who
rove her son street to
B oy a1l Kinds of weath

gent secured the arrest of a
farmer . . . who had cruelly beat-

en_ his horse with chains to the
exiant that the animal's sides and

head were a mass of cuts and |teered

bruises. Bmuzhi before justice
a fine of $10 and costs.

“Three " reputuble  citiz

Plymouth complained of

penses. It was necessary for the

‘the |store during the fall and

organization some yeq
his stock, giving them no shelter ’rn': Tot, o ('nylhg’: addition,
during the cold of the winter.” | was sold for $500 and the funds
soclety to rely upon the generosity | placed in the treasury of the so-
of civie minded citizens. cety to be used in a program sim-|
t the meeting on June 13, 1907, | flar to the one previously man-
the society voted to ‘accept the| ained.
offer of C. W. Damon for a per-
centage of the sales at the Damon A e B g b 50
rs.
Wilkan and Mrs, Nores were ap: e s oot
inted a committee to earry out at which a l'mw late of officers|
ihe Ll was elected as_submitted by
oviding  drinking fountains nnmlnnﬂnl committee,
lml “Walering troughs were popu- Taigh S Stanbery was elected
lar projects of humane societies in P . E. Brice, 1st|
Ihﬂie days. vice nrendcnl Mrs. C. W, Damon,
At the meeting on May 29, 1911, | 2nd vice president; Mrs, Harry D)
the society voted to make an ef- | Page, secretary, and C. A. Parker,|
fort to procure a fountain from the helmmr
Humane Alliance, which donated | This meeting, on May 16, 1926,
10" sich_fountains each year 1| was the last thit was ever held by
commuoities willing o pay- the  the'society, according to the rec-|
transportation, m n
1t is evident from the minutes s 500 was deposited in the
iak such & Touniain scvived lsts|savings. aevount G e Tt o
that fall and that on Dec. 1, Hugh ank accumulated interest
Gilmore, then_president, “volun- and has now brought the amount
to arrange for proper hous- | to $562.01
ing ll the Ilfl\ granite fountain.| Again there is talk of reviving|
" to arrange for an|the program of the Mason City)
lnpmnrhlt pm[rln! next spring | humane society, Dobbin may be
in_connection the placing of | gone, as far as the streets of the
this fountain, city ‘are concerned. But he still
At the meeting on April 10, 1912, | exists as do thousands of dogs
Gilmore *“reported ~ the granite|and other domestic anmals, the|
fountain safe and ready for in-|treatment of which would be|
stallation. R. L. Nutting was ap-|watched over by the humane so-
pointed 1o arrange for the installa- | ciety,

5
H

s, C. H. ider was a part
of 1111‘ active leadership througheut
and for a number of yeats served
i vice presidont, - presiding ' at
many meetings in'the absence of
the president

Two names got mention in the
record book more often than any
others. One was that of Mrs, Rosa-
lie Willson, mother of Dixie, Ced-
ric and Meredith Willson, who
headed a band of mercy, which
carried on educational work, par-
ticularly among school children,

The theory behind this wurk'
among, mndmu was that |
e foundation. of all |
s civ- |

H

and over again Mrs. Will-
son presented the idea that when
a child is speaking or acting kind-

noble side of his character and

=

repair loans s
A
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DEDICATE ENSIGN FOUNTAIN.
Handsome Granite Fountain Formally;
Dedicated and Presented.

Special to Times-Republican.

Mason City, May 6.—The Herman
Lee Ensign granite fountain has hecr
formally dedicated and presented <o
| the city. Words of force and power
: fell from the lips of Reverend Father,
Dougherty, of the Holy Family church !
and Editor James E. Williams, of the'
Times, in the unveiling of the feuntain'
and its presentation to the citvy Pow-'
ers’ orchestra and the Odd Fellows',
Orphan Home band furnished the in-‘
strumental numbers on the program.
Superintendent Hugh H. Gilmare., of
the city schools. presided, a numbher of,
the school children sang, Rector Wil-
liam Pence James offered prayer, the
hand of mercy creed was repeated, Mrs.
John D. Wilson read the life of Herman
Lee Ensign. and the addresses fol!mvcd.r'
Mavor Norris made a brief response in
arcenting tue gift in behalf of th. citi-
; zens. " “
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THIRTY YEARS AGQ °

Once more the Ensign, me-
morial Tountain at e -gorder of |
Bth and Hiichigan streets will
bubble forth coeling water for
the horses of the city., Commis-
sioner Gould has ruled the foun.
fain will bz made tseful or will
cease to adorn the center of the
sireet and he is of the opinion
the founfain can be made *o
work . . . The fountain was aban-
doned last summer by_the com-
missioners afler several unsue-
cessful attempis to keep the wa-
ter from runmnz oVer the z;i eet, }
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